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PREFACE

This Application for a Minimal Impact New Mining Operation Permit is for a proposed placer-gold
operation situated near Orogrande, Otero County, New Mexico. It has been prepared by Douglas F.
Irving. P.E. of Chapman, Wood and Griswold. Inc.. Consulting Mining Engineers and Geologists,
Albuquerque, New Mexico at the request of Mr. Wade White, owner, W.W. Mining and

Production, Carisbad, New Mexico. The site was visited by Mr. Irving on June 17 and 18, 2009,
The Application is submitted in conformance with the New Mexico Mining Act Rules, Minimal
Impact New Mining Operations (19.10.3.304). Six copies of the Application as required are hereby

submitted along with the required $1,000.00 Permit Application Fee.

Respectfully submitted
CHAPMAN, WOOD AND GRISWOLD, INC.

Douglas F. Irving, P.E.

CHAPMAN, WOOD & GRISWOLD INC ALBUQUERQUE. NEW MEXICO
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FOR MMD USE ONLY:

REV.DATE: 5/18/09

PROJECT NAME

PERMIT #

DATE RECEIVED: /
DATE APPROVED: /

LEAD INSPECTOR:

STATE OF NEW MEXICO

ENERGY, MINERALS AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT

Director
Mining and Minerals Division
1220 South Saint Francis Drive
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505
Telephone: (505) 476-3400

SUBPART 3
MINIMAL IMPACT NEW MINING OPERATIONS
PERMIT APPLICATION

The following information is required under the New Mexico Mining Act (Sections 69-36-1 through 69-36-20, NMSA 1978) and associated
rules. The Mining and Minerals Division of the Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department is the administrative agency through
which this application is to be processed. See §304, Minimal Impact New Mining Operations, of the New Mexico Mining Act Rules for all
regulations associated with Minimal Impact Mining operations.

Permit Application Requirements: (§304.A-C and §601)

J

A minimal impact new mining operation will not be considered a minimal impact mining operation it
it exceeds 10 acres of disturbed land, except that pre-existing roads and reclaimed areas within the
permit area will not be counted.

Reclaimed, for this purpose means all financial assurance has been released, except the amount held
to reestablish vegetation pursuant to §1204.

Permit applications shall be submitted in ample time to have the permit issued before mining
operations begin, and operations shall not begin until after the permit is issued.

Six copies of the completed application need to be submitted.

Contfidential information needs to be elearly indicated and submitted separately.



4 Check the "YES" or "NO" box for each of the following characteristics as related to the proposed

minimal impact mining operation:

YES NO

L o L.ocated in or having a direct surface impact on wetlands, springs, perennial or intermittent streams,
lakes, rivers, reservoirs or riparian areas.

Ll (% Located in designated critical habitat areas as determined in accordance with the federal Endangered
Species Act of 1973 or in areas determined by the Department of Game and Fish likely to result in un
adverse impact on an endangered species designated in accordance with the Wildlife Conservation
Act, Sections 17-2-37 through 17-2-46 NMSA 1978 or by the State Forestry Division for the
Endangered Plants Act, section 75-6-1 NMSA 1978,

Ll [ Located in an area designated as Federal Wilderness Area, Wilderness Study Area, Area of Critical
Environmental Concern, or an area within the National Wild and Scenic River System.

L] @ Located in a known cemetery or other burial ground.

0 ¢ Located in an area with cultural resources listed on either the National Register of Historic Places or
the State Register of Cultural Properties.

L Bd Having or expected to have a direct impact on ground water that has a total dissolved solids
concentration of less than 10,000 mg/L, except exploratory drilling intersecting ground water may be
performed as a minimal impact operation.

[ b Expected to use or using cyanide, mereury amalgam, heap leaching or dump leaching in its operations.

L) b Expected to result in point or non-point source surface or subsurface releases of acid or other toxic
substances from the permit area.

L (¥ Requiring a variance from any part of these Rules as part of the permit application.

IMPORTANT NOTES!

/ If you have checked "YES" to any of the above boxes, the mining operation does not qualify as a

minimal impact mining operation. Do not continue to fill out the remainder of this form.

/ If you do meet the above requirements and have checked "NO" to all of the above boxes, continue

filling out this application.

/ Obtaining a Mining Act permit does not necessarily satisfy the obligation to obtain permits required

by other governmental entities.
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J PLEASE FILL IN ALL APPLICABLE INFORMATION AS COMPLETELY AS
POSSIBLE.

J PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE ALL INFORMATION.

1. OPERATOR INFORMATION (§304.D.1)

LIST PROJECT NAME: OROGRANDE PLACER GOLD

NAME OF APPLICANT: W.W. MINING & PRODUCTION
ADDRESS: P.0O. Box 247

Carlsbad
New Mexico 88220

PHONE #: (575) 745-3398

NAME OF OWNER (if different from applicant's name and address):
Wade White

ADDRESS: 249 South Roberson Road
Loving, New Mexico

PHONE #: (575) 745-3398

NAME OF ON-SITE CONTACT OR OPERATOR'S REPRESENTATIVE:

Wade White

ADDRESS: 249 South Roberson Road
Loving, New Mexico

PHONE #: (575) 703-2564 (cell)
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2. RIGHT TO ENTER INFORMATION (§304.D.1)

A. Describe or provide evidence for the basis of the applicant's right to enter the
property to conduct the mining and reclamation:
Applicant has a lease on two patented mining cilaims, the Little Joe
and Cotton Top covering 29.401 acres, from the owner Littie Joe LLC.
Appiicant (Lessee) has the right to occupy the property and to mine
and recover placer goid and associated minerals for a term of 10 years
from the date of issuance of a mining permit by the State of New Mexico.

B. List the names and addresses of surface and mineral ownership within the proposed
permit area:
I Surface Owner(s):

Name Address Phone #

Littie Joe LLC 3224 Candelaria Rd. NE
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107
Ph. (505) 884-2780

2. Mineral Owner(s):

Name Address Phone #

Little Joe LLC 3224 Candelaria Rd. NE
Albuquerque, New MeXico 87107
Ph. (505) 884-2780

C. List the author(s), title(s), date(s) and report number(s) of any cultural resource survey
report(s) submitted to the agency(ies) or landowner(s) listed above:

See Attachment I
See Appendix A - Archeological Records for the area of the Littie Joe
and Cotton Top claims.
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3. MAPS (§304.D.2) sce Attachment IT - General Description

A. Provide a legal description of the site [Township(s), Range(s) and Section(s)]:

The planned operation is situated in the SW 1/4 Sec. 11 and
NW L/4 Sec. 14, T22S, RSE, NMPM.

B. Provide a topographic map(s) of at least I inch = 2,000 feet (or appropriate for the
size of disturbance) showing the areas of land to be disturbed by the proposed mining
and reclamation. Identify general area shown on the map(s) by Township, Range
and Section(s). If'the area to be mined contains the following features, show them on

the map(s): See attached maps Figures 2 and 3.

[

) b

No s

o

10.

Boundary of the proposed permit area with the existing and proposed area
of disturbance

Previously disturbed areas

Perennial, intermittent and ephemeral streams: springs; wetlands; riparian
areas; lakes and reservoirs

Proposed and existing roads and other access routes

Residences

Support facilities

Cemeteries, burial grounds; cultural resources listed or eligible for listing on
either the National Register of Historic Places or the State Register of
Cultural Properties

Pipelines

Oil, gas, water and monitoring wells on and within two miles of the permit
area

Identify the location of shafts, adits, trenches, ponds, pits, quarries,
stockpiles, waste dumps etc

ENVIRONMENTAL PERMITS HELD FOR OTHER OPERATIONS (§304.D.3)

Provide a list of other environmental permits held for other mining operations within the
United States and any violations issued for non-compliance with those permits.

NAMES OR TYPES OF ENVIRONMENTAL PERMITS:

None held
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LIST PERMIT VIOLATIONS; NUMBER, TYPE AND ISSUING AGENCY:

None
5. MINING DESCRIPTION (§304.D.4) See Attachment 1T
A. Type of mineral or minerals to be mined: ¢4

B. Check (3) the method of proposed mining:
X Surface or Underground
C. Describe the sizes and volumes of the facilities to be used:

Plant Site/Staging Area:

How Many_one  Acreage 0.5
Total disturbance is iess than 2.0 acres; 10,000 cu yds to be mined,
processed and returned to the mining area.

Pits or Quarries:  How Many Acreage Volume (cu.yds.)
Stockpiles: How Many Acreage Volume (cu.yds.)
Waste Dumps: How Many Acreage Volume (cu.yds.)

List the following for New Road(s): None required
Length (t.) Width (ft.)
Length (ft) Width (1t.)
List the following for extension or widening of Existing Road(s): None required
Length (ft.) Width (ft.)
Length (ft.) Width (ft.)
Other Disturbances: Type Mining

How Many 1 Acreage 1-5  Volume (cu.yds.) 10,000 cu yds
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TOTAL ACREAGE TO BE DISTURBED: < 2.0 _ acres

D. Describe the type of processing that will be conducted on site:

See Attachment 111

E. Describe the typical equipment to be used for the mining operations:

See Attachment ITT and Appendix B

5. CHEMICAL USE (§304.D.4)

A. List all chemicals proposed to be used by the mining operation.
Name: ' Use:
None

6. GROUND WATER INFORMATION (§304.D.5)

A. Provide an estimate of depth to ground water and the total dissolved solids
concentration.

See Attachment IV
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Depth to ground water (ft.) 400-600+ T.D.S. concentration 2000-5000 mg/ 1
B. Describe the source of groundwater information:

See Attachments TV

C. Describe any dewatering activities to be conducted during mining operations:

None

7. PERFORMANCE STANDARDS (§304.D.7)  see Attachment V
A, Provide a general description of how the mining and reclamation will be designed
and operated using the most appropriate technology and best management practices:

B. Provide a general description of how the mining and reclamation will be designed

and operated to assure protection of human health and safety, the environment,
wildlife, and domestic animals:
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C. Provide a general description of how the mining and reclamation will be designed
and operated to safeguard the public from unauthorized entry into shafts, adits and
tunnels and to prevent falls from highwalls or pit edges:

D. Provide a general description of how the mining and reclamation will be designed
and operated so the disturbed area will not contribute suspended solids above
background levels, or where applicable the Water Quality Control Commission's
standards, to intermittent and perennial streams:

E. Provide a general description of how the mining and reclamation will be designed
and operated to control erosion:

8. RECLAMATION PLAN (§304.D.8)

The operation will be operated and reclaimed to a self-sustaining ecosystem appropriate for
the life zone of the surrounding areas following closure unless conflicting with the approved
post-mining land use.

A. List adjacent land use other than mining (i.e. grazing):

Grazing & wildliife
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B. List the proposed post mining land use (i.e. wildlife): Grazing and wildlife.

C. Describe how reclamation activities will avoid adverse impact to cultural resources:
There are no known cultural resources which are eligible for
listing on the project area.

D. Describe any backfilling and grading operations to be performed after mining:

See Attachment VI for additional information on Items D through M.

E. Describe what mitigation steps will be taken to reconstruct or protect the hydrologic
balance of the site after mining:

F. Describe how topsoil or topdressing will be salvaged, stockpiled and distributed for
the re-establishment of vegetation:

G. Describe what kind of seed bed preparation will take place prior to seeding. What
soil amendments will be added? Scarification of the seed bed needs to take place.
Will this involve discing or ripping?

H. Describe in detail the plant species to be used in the re-establishment of vegetation:
Plant Name: Rate of application (Ib/ac)
Sideoats gramma 4.0
Bush Muhly 4.0

Sand dropseed 4.0
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L.

Plaing bristiegrass 4.0
Scariet globemaliow 2.0
Fourwing saltbush 4.0

The seed rates are double that required for drill seeding.

Will the seeds be broadcast or drilied into the seed bed? Broadcast
Describe the type of mulch material to be applied after seeding and its application
rate:

Smail-grain baied straw at 2 tons per acre.

What structures wiil be on the site and how will they be removed or reclaimed?
(Buildings, portals, adits, shafts, bore holes, ponds, etc.):

All equipment is portable and wiil be removed.
The ponds wiil be backfillied and fully reclaimed.

What roads are part of the mine site and how will they be reclaimed? Please provide
an estimate of road square footage and explain if reclamation will involve ripping,
scarification, backfilling, recontouring, and retopsoiling, etc.:

The existing public access road will remain as is.

What will be the time frame for reclamation, (e.g. time of year, during mining, after
mining, etc)?

To the degree practicable, reclamation, other than seeding,
will be done concurrently with mining.

Proposed reclamation dates: Begin:_ 05/ 1 /2012  Epd: 07/ 31 / 2012
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9. OTHER REQUIRED PERMITS FOR THIS OPERATION (§304.D.9)

A. Provide a list of other permits required for the operation and the anticipated schedule
for receipt of these.

Permit Name & Issuing Agency Date or anticipated date of receipt
NPDES/Stormwater - EPA Notice of Intent and Pian
State Mine Inspector Notice

MSHA Notice

10.  FINANCIAL ASSURANCE AND PERMIT FEES (§304.E & F)

A. Provide a financial assurance estimate based on the cost of reclaiming the site by a
third party. Include supporting calculations. Operations with less than 2 acres total
disturbance are not required to provide financial assurance.

B. Attach the permit fees as determined pursuant to Subpart 2. The permit application
fee for a minimal impact new mine is $1,000.00.

1. CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENT (§304.1.5)

Each application shall be signed and notarized by an applicant for the operation with the
following certification made:

I certify that I have personally examined and am familiar with the information
submitted herein, and based on my inquiry of those individuals responsible for
obtaining the information, I believe the submitted information is true, accurate, and
complete. I agree to comply with the requirements of the permit, these Rules, and the
Act. Further, I hereby allow the Director to enter the permit area for the purpose of
conducting jnspections until release of financial assurance.

Signature of Applicant: M Mé
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Name (typed or print): Wade White

Title/Position: Owner
Date:  WNu o\ v 28, 2ex9

Signature of Notary:

STATF. OF NEW MEXICO )
COUNTY OF EDDY )

The foreging instrument was acknowledged before me this 25th day of

232010

My Commission Expires

e e
IRy I




ATTACHMENT 1

MINIMAL IMPACT NEW MINING OPERATION
OROGRANDE PLACER GOLD
OTERO COUNTY, NEW MEXICO

2. RIGHT TO ENTER INFORMATION (304.D.1)

C. Cultural Resource Surveys

a. Comer. Christy S., 1997; Orogrande Project: Archacological Inventory of 48 Abandoned Mine
Features in the Orogrande Mining District. New Mexico: by Human Systems Research for

NMEMNRD — AMLB: Report No. 9706: NMCRIS Activity No. 57612,

b. Hammack, Laurens C., 2001; Cultural Resource Inventory Little Joe Aggregate Pit and
Access Road, New Mexico State Highway and Transportation Department Project Nos.
AC-MIP-1-054-1(33) 23 et al; by Complete Archaeological Service Assoc., Report No.
CASA 01-30 for FNF Construction, Inc; NMCRIS Activity No. 74033.

ALBUQUERQUE. NEW MEXI1CO

CHAPMAN, WOOD & GRISWOLD. INC
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ATTACHMENT 11
MINIMAL IMPACT NEW MINING OPERATION
OROGRANDE PLACER GOLD
OTERO COUNTY, NEW MEXICO
3. MAPS (304.D.2)
General Description.
The Orogrande Placer Gold project is situated | mile north of the village of Orogrande. a small
community (population about 70 people) situated on US Hwy 54, approximately 35 miles south
of Alamogordo and 28 miles north of the community of Newman. NM on the Texas border. To the
west of Orogrande is the White Sands Missile Range and to the east is the McGregor Firing Range
(part of the Fort Bliss Military Reservation). The union Pacific Railroad (now a part of the

Southern Pacific Railroad) passes through Orogrande. A dirt road provides access to the project

from Orogrande (See Figures 1 and 2).

The project area comprises two patented mining claims totaling 29.401 acres located in the SW'4
Sec. 11 and NWV Sec. 14, T22S, R8E, NMPM, Otero County, NM. The claims, the Little Joe and
Cotton Top. were located in 1898 and 1902 respectively and patented May 21, 1907 (Mineral
Survey No. 1269) (Figures 2 and 3). The two claims have been leased by W.W. Mining and
Production of Carlsbad. NM from the owner. Little Joe LLC of Albuquerque, NM for the purpose
of recovering gold by reworking old placer-mining tailings (Photos — Figures 4 and 5). The land
surrounding the project is administered by the Bureau of Land Management, Las Cruces District

Office, and contains a number of active lode and placer claims.

The project lies in the southern foothills of the Jarilla Mountains at an elevation of 4350 feet. 150
feet higher than Orogrande. Drainage is to the southeast into a flat, virtually featureless area

dominated by numerous. small playas. A small arroyo occurs on the south side of the project site.

The Jarilla Mountains are a small range of hills about 10 miles north-south by 5 miles east-west and
lie within the Tularosa Basin. The fault-block range consists of a suite of late-Paleozoic. carbonate-

dominated sediments intruded by late-Eocene age monzonitic rocks. Late-stage copper.

CHAPMAN, WOOD & GRISWOLD INC ALBUQUERQUE. NEW MEXICO




iron and gold mineralization formed small skarn-type deposits in limestone along the intrusive
contacts.  Exploitation of these small deposits occurred mostly in the early decades of the 1900's.
Most of the copper ores were shipped to EIl Paso for smelting. lron ore, a mixture of magnetite and
hematite. was shipped to Pueblo. Colorado. About 260,000 tons of iron ore was produced (Kelley,

1949).

Both lode and placer gold have been produced. Most of the placer gold came from the vicinity of
the Little Joe claim. Sporadic placer mining occurred in the early 1900's, and again in the 1930's
and 1950's. Total reported placer-gold production. based on the reported value, is probably in the
order of 2,000 troy ounces. The operation in the 1950's involved digging the caliche-cemented
gravels with a bulldozer and processing them in a dry-screening machine (Schmidt and Craddock.

1964). Most of the existing gravel piles date to this operation.

The climate in the area consists of hot summers and cool to moderate winters. Summer
temperatures can exceed 100°F and overnight winter lows are frequently near or below freezing.

Annual rainfall is 9.5 inches. 50 percent of it falling in the July-September period.

The area lacks a good water supply. Ground water in the Tularosa Basin is saline with a Total
Dissolved Solids (TDS) content of 3,000 to 10,000 ppm (Kelly et al, 1970). Early mine developers
constructed ditches. pipelines and reservoirs to bring water 36 miles from the Sacramento
Mountains to the northeast. The Nannie Baird reservoir, adjacent to the northwest corer of the
Cotton Top, was constructed to provide water to the operations and to Orogrande (Figure 3). Today.
Orogrande obtains its drinking water by pipeline from wells situated near the community of
Chapparal. New Mexico. 30 miles to the southwest on the Texas-New Mexico border. A head tank

adjacent to the project area services the village. A 6-inch steel pipeline crosses the Little Joe claim.
Other facilities in and adjacent to the project area include a local-service electric power and

communications line which crosses the Cotton Top claim; a small trailer. with electric power supply

from the local-service line. situated off the southeast corner of the Little Joe claim and reportedly

ALBUQUERQUE NEW MEXICO

CHAPMAN, WOOD & GRISWOLD INC




being used for recreational placer mining: and an area on and adjacent to the west end of the Little
Joe used by the EI Paso Gold Prospector's Association and others for recreational placer mining

(Figures 3 and 4).

The closest residences to the project are situated in Orogrande. one mile to the south.

ALBUQUERQUE. NEW MEXICO ~—m——’

CHAPMAN WOOD & GRISWOLD INC



Yok Glirri draiy
KLl ot [
Tt

Towc Nes

i AN e e e

B e e e ¢

. ,t_—_'g"“%;:“'?" ot

@ w0 .0 X 0 15

ONE MCH EQUALS APPROXIMATELY 49 WILES

FIGURE 1
Map of New Mexico showing the location of the
Orogrande Placer Gold Project.






