
GUIDELINES FOR REGRADED SPOILS AND SMALL DEPRESSIONS 

New Mexico Mining and Minerals Division

Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department

INTRODUCTION
These guidelines are provided to give operators insight on how the Mining and Minerals Division (MMD) will evaluate regraded spoils and small depressions. In an effort to promote diverse post mining landscapes, MMD will allow operators to create small landforms, without having to submit permit modifications, as long as they fall within these few simple guidelines. These guidelines do not cover the evaluation of spoil suitability, highwall remnants or engineered hydrologic structures such as terraces, check dams, and reconstructed drainages. 

I. REGRADED SPOILS
A.
Approximate watershed sizes draining to adjacent undisturbed areas should be maintained as approved in the permit. 

B.
Slope gradients should approximate the slopes of the approved post mining topography. Slopes may be slightly steeper, if there will be no adverse effects to the reclamation and the toe of the slopes (bottom 1/3) are not over-steepened.      

C.
Regraded areas should tie in smoothly with the surrounding undisturbed topography.

D.
Regraded areas should be devoid of ungraded spoil piles, cuts, windrows or other landforms that will hinder topsoiling operations, accelerate erosion or that do not tie in smoothly with the surrounding areas. 

E.
Regraded areas should accommodate and blend in smoothly with all required hydrologic structures, such as terraces. 


F.
If a regraded area will be more than 10' higher than approved, the operator should contact MMD to determine if a permit modification will be needed.

II. SMALL DEPRESSIONS
A.
Small depressions may be constructed or retained as long as they meet the requirements set forth in 19.8.20 2055.C NMAC which states that small depressions may be constructed, if they:

(1)
are approved by the Director to minimize erosion, conserve soil moisture, or promote vegetation;

(2)
do not restrict normal access; and

(3)
are not inappropriate substitutes for lower grades on reclaimed lands.

B.
Since small depressions require approval of the Director, operators intending to leave or construct small depressions must indicate in their permit that these features will be part of the post mining topography and how they will meet the criteria of 19.8.20.2055.C NMAC. In addition, the permit should address that small depressions, other than those created by typical land imprinting devices, will meet the following requirements:

(1)
Small depressions should be completely incised (without embankments that impound water) and blend in smoothly with the surrounding topography.  

(2)
Slopes of small depressions should be gentle (3H:1V or less steep).

(3)
Small depressions should be sized, shaped and located to limit normal water accumulation to less than an 18" depth of water after the second growing season. Small depressions may contain more than 18" depth of water for a short duration after a storm event.   

(4)
Small depressions which create slope stability problems or other conditions that are detrimental to the overall post mining land use shall be modified or removed to correct the problem. 

C.
Other types of small depressions may be allowed if they are specifically described and approved in the permit.
�Please be advised that this guideline is subject to change.  Contact MMD periodically to ensure you have the most recent version.
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